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order to change "conversion device" to --converter-. Accordingly, Applicant submits that no 
new matter is added by the above amendmems. 

Claim 9 standsS rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

The Office Action asserts that the plu'ase "the material more expansive [sic. 
expensive] than a material" recited in claim 9 "appears to be vague and indefinite since the 
cost of a material is not a pemiancnt properly of the material and can change." Applicant 
respectfully traverses this assertion. One having ordmary skill in the ait wotJd readily 
understand the meaning of elaixn 9, particularly after having read the specification. It is the 
costs of tlie respective materials that enables one to determine whether one material is more 
expensive tlian the other, not the particulai* cost of one of the materials. Thus, the fact that 
the cost of one or both of the materials may change over time docs not render claim 9 
indefinite. One needs to merely determine the relative costs of the two materials at the time 
of the alleged infringement in order to determine whether cifiim 9 covers the allegedly 
infringing structure. 

Withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U,S.C. §112, second pai-agraph, is requested. 

Claims 5 and 1 1 stand rejected imder 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,069,65 1 to Tsuyuki et al This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Tsuyuki et al. does not disclose or suggest an arrangement in which a holding member 
contacts a stage of an optical filter, wherein that stage is formed on a portion of a surface of 
the optical filter that extends in a direction pcrpendicidar to an optical axis of the light flux 
that passes through the optical filter as recited in indepeiadent claim 5. Witlidrawal of this 

rejection is requested. 

Claim 6 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Tsuyuki et al., as applied 
ac^ainst claim 5, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,302,078 to Stravitz. Stravitz does 
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not provide the deficiencies noted above with respect to Tsu:^ki et al. Accordingly, claim 6 
is patentable for at least the reasons set forth above with respect to independent claim 5. 
Withdrawal of tliis rejection is requested. 

Claims 2, 3 and 7-10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C §1 03(a) over Tsuyuki et al. in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,01 1,661 to Weng. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Neither o f these references discloses or suggests providing an optical filter having 
first and second filter layers with different sizes, such that a stage is formed on a portion of 
.me of tlie surfaces of tlie first and second filter layers that extend in a direction perpendicular 
to the optical axis of the light flux as recited in independent claim 2. 

The Office Action recognizes that Tsuyuki et al. does not disclose or suggest varymg 
tlie si7.es of filters 59 and 61. Rather, filters 59 and 61 have the same size. The Office Action 
attempts to rely upon Wcng to provide a motivation for modifying the size of one of the 
Tsuyuki et al, fihers. However,. Wcng does not disclose or suggest providing a filter made 
from first and second layers having different sizes. 

Weng merely discloses a filter 2 having a -single layer and a single size. There are no 
first and second layers with different sizes in the filter 2 of Weng. While Weng di.scloses that 
the size of the filter is smaller than the surface of a window 14, there is no suggestion in 
Weng to provide a filter having first and second layers with different sisses such that a stage is 
formed on a portion of the surface of one of the layers that extends in a direction 
perpendicular to Qie optical axis of the filter. The Office Action uses impermissible hindsight 
when it extrapolates the teachings of Weng to somehow motivate one to provide a filter 
having two layers with different sizes. It is only after having read Applicant's disclosure that 
one would be provided with any teaching of the claim 2 fiher. 

Accordingly, tlie reijection of independent damn 2 and its dependent chdms should be 

withdrawn. 
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In view of the foregoing. Applicant respectfully submits that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable consideration and prompt allowance are earnestly 
solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe aaytliing further would be deysirable to place this 
application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Applicant's undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted. 




James A Oliff 
Registralion No, 27,075 



Maiio A. Costantino 
Registralion No. 33,565 



JAO:MAC/ccs 
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APPENDIX 

Changes to Claims: 

Claims 2, 5-7, 9 i:ind 10 are amended. 



The following arc marked-up versions ot the amended claims: 

a 

2, (Twice Ainended) An optical filter that is provided at an optical path between 
a photoelectric feeftvc^sion-deviee converier, wliieh conveits a subject image formed at a light- 
receiving surface thereof to an electrical signal^, and an optical system which forms the 
subject image with a light flux from the subject at said photoelectric e^^w^veFsien- 
devieec oRverter , to filter tlie light flux, comprising: 

a plurality of filter layers that are laminated along a direction of an optical a?:is 
of the light tlux that passes througli the optical filter, the plurality of filter layers including at 
least a first filter layer and a second filter layer which are laminated with each other; and 

a stage formed at least at a portion of an external circumference oftlie optical 
fitter by varying a sixe of a surface of said first filter layer along a direction perpendicular to 
the loptical axis from a size of a surface of said second filter layer along athc direction 
^erpendicuktr to the optical axis , wherein the poition pi' the e x ternal circun ifcrence ol'the. 
optical filter which forms the sta^e includ '-^ ^ pnriinn of one of the sui'faccs cif the first and 
se cond filter laye rs that extends in the direction p erpendicula r t o the opticaf axjs- 
5. (Twice Amended) An optical device comprising: 
^^2^ a photoelectric eenvwrkHV^eviee^^ tliat converts a subject image 

formed at a light-receiving surface thereof to an electric signal; 

an optical system that forms the subject image with a light flux from a subject 
at the light-receiving surface of said photoelectric feeiwefs4eR-deviee converter ; 

an optical filter that is provided on an optical path between said photoelectric 
i:^B-t¥V'eyf^H^e\H er te r and said optical system to filter the light flux; and 
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a holding member that holds said optical filter, wherein: 
said optical filter comprises( a$mgeJprmed^^^ ^ least at ajporlion of an external 
circumterence of the optical filter, and gaid holdini> member c ontja<J^said stage +fr4±tifeed-to 
hold said optical filter-wj-tlT say4^4ns-meH^eF^^ the portion ()rthQ Q^temctl \ 
circumferen c e of the opti c al, filter whic h fornTSjh c stage incl u.des_^^5^B£i^ 
^^j^^l fiUe^r ihnr .-xtends in a direction pe r pendicular to an optica ) ^xis of the litihi: llii xjh^ 
pass es throui>h the optical f ilter, 

6. (Amended) An optical device according to clami 5, wherein: 

said holding member has a spring property and holds said optical filter by 
pressing said optical fiUer either toward said photoelectric efc>Hw«440ft^devk^co.nve^ or 
toward said optical system. 

7. (Amended) An optical filter according to claim 2, wherein: 

said fust filter layer is located at a side closer to the subject than said second 
filter layer; and 

a size of aUic surface of said first filter layer iiS smaller than a size of athe 
surface of said second filter layer. 

9. (Amended) An optical filter according to chum. 2, wherein: 

said first fiUer layer is composed of a material more expensive than a material 

of said second filter layer; and 

a size of alhe surface of said first filter layer is smaller than a size of athe 

surface of said second filter layer. 

10- (Amended) An optical filter according to claim 2, wherein: 

said second filter layer is composed of a mai:erial stronger tlian a strength of a 
material of said first filler layer; and 



1^ f»W^WW<, 



A-2 



02/08/02 FRI 11:38 FAX 703 836 2787 OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC ©OlO 

Docket No. 105398 Application No. 09/501,600 

a size of athc surface ofsaid first filter layer is smaller than a size of athe 
surface of said second filter layer. 
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